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Be Diligent in Your Walk (ii)
2 Peter 1:10-11

General Considerations
• The Lord through Peter has concerns on your behalf

• He has concerns over the following
• That you are not unfruitful “in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”
• That you not become “blind or short-sighted”

• And so become “forgetful”
• That you ‘not grow’

• The answer he gives?
• Being diligent in your faith

We Must Be Diligent
• Peter tells us that we are to “be all the more diligent to make certain about his calling and 

choosing you”
• What is he getting at?

• Are we ‘helping’ God as it were?
• Are we ‘adding to’ what God has done?
• Are we ‘earning’ something before God?

• No
• I would suggest that it has more to do with us and our perception than God and what he has 

actually accomplished

We Must Be Diligent
• Context:

• Peter just cautioned us about being blind or forgetful concerning what Christ accomplished –
“purification from his former sins”

• Now he’s saying, because I don’t want you to be blind or forgetful (therefore), “be all the more 
diligent to make certain about his calling and choosing you”

We Must Be Diligent
• Context:

• Certain:
• “being secure as a result of being anchored properly” and by extension ‘to be secure and 

steadfast’
• “being unwavering and persistent”

• Point:
• Peter isn’t telling us that it is up to us to secure God’s call or election but to be secure in it
• It is an important distinction

We Must Be Diligent
• We must be clear: God’s call in the gospel is distinct and clear and his choice or election is 

unmistakable
• As human beings, we do not change these great truths but rather we may become more secure 

in them
• And it has everything to do with the nature of our relationship that God establishes with us

0

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5



3/5/2020

2

We Must Be Diligent
• We must be clear: God’s call in the gospel is distinct and clear and his choice or election is 

unmistakable
• It is a relationship of mutual love and faithfulness
• Our Lord’s accomplishment in our lives necessarily leads to a practical outworking in our lives 

for his glory

We Must Be Diligent
• Think about it in terms of marriage
• How do spouses become more secure in their marriage?

• One becomes more secure (certain) in his or her marriage as one abides in love and 
faithfulness towards one’s spouse

• When a spouse engages in such activity as love and faithfulness we do not turn around and 
accuse that  spouse of trying to earn the other spouse’s favor or merit something with the 
other spouse

• Instead, we look at it as the natural outflow of the union between the husband and wife – love 
and faithfulness

We Must Be Diligent
• So it is here in our relationship with God – we are more secure and more anchored in his election 

and calling as we abide in love and faithfulness
• Certainly love and faithfulness must be part of the virtues or qualities of which Peter spoke just 

a few verses previous

We Must Be Diligent
• So it is here in our relationship with God – we are more secure and more anchored in his election 

and calling as we abide in love and faithfulness
• On the one hand, I cannot make his calling and choice any more secure than it already is but 

on the other hand I can become more secure in it and I believe that is the point here

We Must Be Diligent
• So it is here in our relationship with God – we are more secure and more anchored in his election 

and calling as we abide in love and faithfulness
• Just as we would not accuse the spouse of trying to merit the favor of the other spouse in the 

exercise of love and faithfulness, so we would not accuse the believer of seeking to merit their 
place before God in the exercise of love and faithfulness

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• The question may still be raised: why be diligent?

• We might answer that question by saying simply that that is how sons and daughters of God 
act

• Sons and daughters of God should desire to be like him and please him

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• The question may still be raised: why be diligent?

• Sons and daughters of God recognize that these qualities we are called to bring into our lives 
are rooted in the very nature and character of God himself and therefore are expressions of his 
will

• And because we are his children we ought to seek to do his will
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And because we are his children we ought to seek to do his will

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• However, as we have alluded to before, these kinds of things in life do not just happen

• A person doesn’t just happen to be a person of good moral character
• Rather, that good moral character is cultivated in that person’s life
• As godly virtues/qualities are cultivated in one’s life, the life of that person upon whom the 

virtues are being impressed becomes a new person in a practical sense

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• When we consider the question of why we should be diligent there are some very practical 

considerations for us at hand
• Let’s get verse ten in front of us again:

• 2 Peter 1:10  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 
choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

• What do “these things” refer to?
• They refer to the virtues or qualities that he has just been telling us about a few verses 

earlier
• These are things we are to be doing or practicing

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• Let’s think about the word ‘practice’ found here in the text

• The underlying word is actually the word for doing
• When used of God it speaks of his creative acts
• When used of men, in one situation it refers to the making of something or the construction 

of something
• When used in this kind of context it carries the connotation of “undertaking something or 

doing something that brings about a state, event or condition”

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• What kind of condition might Peter be referring to here?

• On the one hand, as we have already stated, the condition that is brought about is a more 
virtuous person
• That is, in the doing of bringing these virtues/qualities into one’s life, one can expect a 

needed change

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• What kind of condition might Peter be referring to here?

• On the one hand, as we have already stated, the condition that is brought about is a more 
virtuous person
• But it doesn’t stop with one act of love or one act of perseverance or one act of self-control 

• But it develops over time as one continues to develop in these virtues to become a well-
rounded Christian

Final Thoughts
• Don’t be ‘blind’
• Don’t be ‘short-sighted’
• Don’t be ‘forgetful’
• Instead:
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Instead:
• Be diligent (an imperative)

• To be found secure in God’s calling on your life
• To be found secure in God’s choosing you

• And always, always, always remember…
• Christ is the anchor of your soul


