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Promoting Growth: Perseverance (i)
2 Peter 1:5-9

What’s the Difference?
• Scenario one:

• Experiences the ups and downs of the Christian Walk
• Embracing the faith, growing in goodness and developing a skilled knowledge in the disciplines 

of the Christian life and exercising
• Admits to struggles and difficulties, but then one day, throws it all away and says ‘I reject the 

faith; it isn’t for me’

What’s the Difference?
• Scenario two:

• Experiences the ups and downs of the Christian Walk
• Embracing the faith, growing in goodness and developing a skilled knowledge in the disciplines 

of the Christian life and exercising
• Admits to struggles and difficulties and says ‘I wouldn’t trade this for anything’ I’ll never forsake 

the Lord
• Answer (in part):

• Perseverance / endurance

Review
• The Christian life begins and continues in faith

• Embracing “the faith” that was “once for all delivered to the saints”
• Involving a “personal” call on the name of the Lord, which is salvation (Jesus = salvation / 

Yahweh saves; he will save his people from their sins)
• The Christian life continues with growth in God’s goodness

• The necessity of cultivating godly virtue from day one
• The necessity of continuing to cultivate godly virtue

Review
• The Christian life embraces the source of true knowledge

• All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are deposited in Christ
• We embrace the living and true God as the ground or source of all knowledge
• Therefore we seek to grow in knowledge

• Relational knowledge
• Skill based knowledge
• Fact/ intellectual knowledge

•

Review and “Bringing in” Perseverance
• The Christian life exercises self-control

• It is a product of the work of the Holy Spirit
• It is that, which when exercised properly, provides a “vehicle” in which proper living and training 

can be obtained
• Think: athletes

• The Christian life must embrace perseverance
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• Anyone can exercise a few times but perseverance is needed to succeed over the long haul
• To succeed in growth we need perseverance

In Your Faith bring in . . . Perseverance
• How are we to understand perseverance?

• Characteristic #1
• There will be difficulties / tests of various kinds that you will encounter in life

• Because of sin and the curse that entered the world
• We are under corruption

• Because the world (system) and the living and true God are at odds
• (whoever makes himself a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God)

In Your Faith bring in . . . Perseverance
• How are we to understand perseverance?

• Characteristic #2
• You are asked to ‘stay the course’ of the Christian life as you actively pursue it

• Through the challenges against you personally
• Through the challenges against the faith
• Through the difficulties or troubles of life
• You are asked to “hold up under” the testing and endure
• By fully embracing your place in God’s plan and providence and embracing the ‘bigger 

picture’ 

In Your Faith bring in . . . Perseverance
• How are we to understand perseverance?

• Characteristic #3
• You are asked to remain faithful and true to the one who bought you with his own blood

• There is a recognition of two operations at work
• One, God is at work to ‘prove’ you
• ‘Satan’ is at work through the ‘lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the boastful 

pride of life’ to ‘fail’ you
• There is a recognition of God’s love and faithfulness to which you respond in kind

In Your Faith bring in . . . Perseverance
• How are we to understand perseverance?

• Characteristic #4
• Although you are the one doing the persevering you are not alone in it

• The church as a whole and the individuals that are the church are doing the same thing
• The Lord promises to be with you and fight for you always (not just some of the time)
• The Holy Spirit is at work in you strengthening you and aiding you through the work of 

the Word
• God promises to ‘complete you’ to the day of Christ

Final Thoughts
• In persevering…

• We embrace the truth that God’s ways are always just and right in the context of His plan being 
worked out before us
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• Within that plan
• Trials and difficulties of various kinds ‘present themselves’
• Peter calls on us to ‘apply all diligence’ to persevering / enduring
• Remembering the faithfulness of God in His activities and that we respond in kind
• We persevere


