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Promoting Growth: Knowledge (i)
2 Peter 1:5-9

Introduction: Promoting Growth
• Peter begins with faith

• It is not a “leap in the dark”
• It is grounded in the revelation of God
• It involves entrusting oneself to God and His Word of truth – the Gospel

• Peter emphasizes Virtue (Areta’) / Character
• Not just any theory of virtue
• We are called to embrace God’s goodness

• Rooted in His very character

The Importance of Knowledge
• The benefit of knowledge (from Peter)

• The knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord
• Is the “ground” of growth in grace and peace (v. 2)

• The “true knowledge” of Him who called us (v. 3)
• Is the “ground” out of which God’s resources “pertaining to life and godliness” are provided

• However…
• Growth in all of these qualities in turn 

• Helps to make you fruitful in the “true knowledge” of our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 8)

The Caution of Knowledge
• Be guarded concerning the accumulation of knowledge

• The pursuit of knowledge for knowledge’s sake (as an end in itself) can lead you astray
• It can lead you into a life of pride

• 1 Corinthians 8:1-3  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have 
knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  2 If anyone supposes that he knows
anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know;  3 but if anyone loves God, he is known 
by Him.

What (who?) is the Source of Knowledge?
• In other words, what is fundamental to and back of all knowledge? (without which we could know 

nothing at all)
• Answer:

• All knowledge (and wisdom) is to be found in Christ
• Colossians 2:3  in whom (Christ) are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

• True knowledge begins with a humble, submission to the Lord of Glory
• Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom 

and instruction.

Wait a Minute…What About the Unbeliever?
• The unbeliever says…

• I do not “know” God as the basis of my knowledge
• And, in fact, I reject God

• But nevertheless I “know” things
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• I can “get on in the world”
• I can do “scientific inquiry”
• I can “know” the facts of things
• I can even avoid certain harmful things in life

• By the “right” application of knowledge (wisdom)

How Do We Resolve the Apparent Discrepancy?
• By understanding 3 crucial truths about the unbeliever

• One, the unbeliever still is an image bearer (Genesis 1:27-28)
• Not ethically
• But ontologically (the unbeliever is still a human being created by God

• Which means, although unable to “please God” (ethically) he or she still “images” God in 
creation

• Which means, he or she still fulfills the cultural mandate
• Being able to have children
• Rule – a certain level of authority is granted
• Subdue – scientific inquiry can be made

How Do We Resolve the Apparent Discrepancy?
• By understanding 3 crucial truths about the unbeliever

• Two, the unbeliever cannot escape God’s world [view] (Acts 17:28)
• He or she may deny God and his involvement
• He or she may reject the biblical world view and embrace a view totally antithetical to it
• But all ground is God’s ground

• In order to live in God’s world the unbeliever must borrow from the biblical world view
• In borrowing from it, the unbeliever reflects it dimly and from time to time all the while 

denying it

How Do We Resolve the Apparent Discrepancy?
• By understanding 3 crucial truths about the unbeliever

• Three, the unbeliever knows (has true knowledge of) God
• He knows God (Romans 1:20-21)

• God’s divine nature
• God’s eternal power
• Knowing God, they do not honor him as God or give thanks
• They are without excuse (apologetic)

• Yet does not know God (2 Thessalonians 1:8)
• Does not know God “salvifically”
• Knows God as under his wrath and judgment

In Embracing True Knowledge…
• We must be careful to grow consistent with a saving knowledge of our Lord

• As Peter said elsewhere “in respect to salvation”
• 1 Peter 2:2  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may 

grow in respect to salvation,
• As growth is promoted in our lives

• We embrace “the faith”
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We embrace “the faith”
• And we exercise faith

• We embrace virtue
• And we exercise virtue

• So we embrace a saving knowledge of the Lord
• And we grow in it

Final Thoughts
• The crux of the matter for Peter

• A saving knowledge of the Lord
• In which we develop a knowledgeable relationship with our Lord
• By which we grow in our knowledge of the Lord
• Out of which comes a growth in grace and peace
• Out of which comes a growing knowledge of the resources our God gives to us

• That we may live godly lives, reflecting the one who saved us
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