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Introduction
• Christmas

• Family get togethers
• Exchanging of gifts
• Reflecting on one’s blessings
• Birth of God’s Son

• Myth?
• Christmas, born of pagan thought?
• Does Christianity ‘imitate’ paganism?
• Or, is it what the Bible says it is?

The Incarnation…
• What is meant by the incarnation?

• It means to be “in-fleshed”
• For the Christ, what does it mean?

• God taking on ‘human flesh’
• Not an apparent embodiment

• Not a “spirit body”
• Not a “coming on and leaving a human body”

• A reality of the second person of the Trinity taking on human flesh

The Incarnation…
• God taking on human flesh

• Was it just another story to ‘fit in’ with the ‘spirit of the age’
• Not for the Jews

• It was a stumbling block; 
• It was blasphemy (“you, being a man, make yourself to be God”)

• Not for the Greeks / Gentiles
• It was foolishness / absurd
• Only Caesar could represent deity on earth

Who Is Jesus
• Peter’s claim:

• 2 Peter 1:1  Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received 
a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 
• Peter calls Jesus both God and savior
• Greek rule of grammar:

• “When two singular nouns, which are not proper nouns, fall under the same article, they 
refer to the same entity”

But…
• Wouldn’t it ‘fit’ the culture to tell a story about (a) G(g)od becoming a man

• After all, they were all pretty gullible
• Not the Jews
• They were fiercely monotheistic, they considered incarnation blasphemy

33

34

35

36

37

38

33

34

35

36

37

38



2

They were fiercely monotheistic, they considered incarnation blasphemy
• They came to resent idolatry
• They had a strong adherence to the transcendence of the one true and living God

But…
• Wouldn’t it ‘fit’ the culture to tell a story about (a) G(g)od becoming a man

• After all, they were all pretty gullible
• Not the Greeks / gentiles

• Yes, they were idolaters
• They would not embrace an incarnation (as in Scripture)

• They looked to be released from the body, not have a god invade a body
• The gods were myths or stories to teach truths concerning life

And…
• Holding to the incarnation

• Brought significant persecution 
• Jew
• Gentile

• Set Christianity as a rival (supreme over all others; no equal ultimacy)
• Against the jealousy of the Jew
• Against the supremacy of Caesar

• Brought God in contact with man
• Transcendent
• Immanent

Also…
• World religious thought seeks to do one of two things

• One, they seek to erase the Creator / creature distinction
• By embracing some form of monism

• Philosophical / religious in nature
• Materialistic / naturalistic in nature

Also…
• World religious thought seeks to do one of two things

• One, they seek to erase the Creator / creature distinction
• View:

• All is one
• Either creation is taken from or is equivalent to “god”
• Everything is derived from matter energy, which has in itself qualities of “deity” (life in 

itself, “create” out of “nothing”, etc.

Also…
• World religious thought seeks to do one of two things

• Two, they seek to emphasize the transcendence of deity so much so they “define” him out of 
existence
• Asserting 

• God cannot be known
• God cannot communicate to us 

(thus we cannot communicate with it)
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• Language is insufficient
• At best it is the “unmoved mover” or deism

Final Thoughts
• The Scriptures paint an entirely different picture
• God

• One in essence and substance (no division)
• However, three persons

• Father
• Son
• Holy Spirit

• This second person of the Trinity
• Is called “our God and Savior”

Final Thoughts
• God and Savior, Jesus Christ

• Not because of the culture
• Neither because of the Greco-Roman culture or society
• Neither because of the Jewish culture or society

Final Thoughts
• Christ stands in stark contrast

• To every other system of thought or religious imagining
• So much so, persecution arises because of Christ – the message

• Christ is Savior and Lord
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