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Faithfulness: Walking Orderly in the Church (vi)
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15

Introduction
• An orderly church

– Is seen in its allegiance to God
– Is seen in its allegiance to  or commitment / obedience to God’s Word
– Is seen in its view of the “necessity” of obedience 

• (If obedience were not necessary, then discipline at whatever level is 
unnecessary)

– Is seen in its view of the “necessity” of discipline

Discipline is Part of It
• To be marked out (14)

– What that does not mean: 
• It doesn’t mean that we borrow a page from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s book “The 

Scarlet Letter” and make someone wear a scarlet “D” for disobedience.  
• It is not our job to cast stones without regard to our own failings

–The Lord commands that we remove the “log” from our own eye before 
removing the “speck” from our brother’s eye (Matthew 7:1-5)

Discipline is Part of It
• To be marked out

– What it does mean:
• Of the shades of meaning involved in this word perhaps the best way to think of 

it is “to publicly identify.”  
–That is, when someone disregards the word of God and is chronically 

disobedient, or to borrow from previously, to live an unstructured life, then 
that is to be made known to the membership of the church 

–It is to be made public (to the members) so that the church will then know 
how to respond to that one who has been marked out

–Note: our love for that one does not change, but how we relate to that one 
does change.  And that action can be seen in the next two expectations

Discipline is Part of It
• To be disfellowshiped

– If you are a believer and yet disregard the Lord’s instruction book to you, you can 
expect it to be made known publicly, eventually, then, disfellowshiped
• That means first of all that the fellowship of the Lord’s table is no longer 

available to you.  (That is one of the reasons we call for an examination before 
we partake of the table together).  
–So you can expect to be asked to refrain from taking of the elements.
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So you can expect to be asked to refrain from taking of the elements.

Discipline is Part of It
• To be disfellowshiped

– If you are a believer and yet disregard the Lord’s instruction book to you, you can 
expect it to be made known publicly, eventually, then, disfellowshiped
• Second that means that the regular fellowship of the church is cut off for the 

purpose of demonstrating broken fellowship with God, and so shame is brought 
into the picture.  Instead of planning that golf outing, e.g., something else must 
take place, which brings us to the third expectation

Discipline is Part of It
• (3) To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear in your life

– First, take note of the church’s stance:
• We are not to “regard him as an enemy, but . . . as a brother”
• That is we don’t start treating those under discipline as if they are on “America’s 

Most Wanted” or on the FBI’s top ten most wanted
• But rather, the church calls him a brother, an erring brother who needs 

correction or discipline, but a brother nevertheless
–Like the prodigal son, those who err in this way are sought out to reclaim, 

and be welcomed back.  
–They are sought out as lost sheep to be brought back into the fold.

Discipline is Part of It
• To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear on your life

– Second, take note that the church acts on behalf of the brother or sister
• That is, as a church we do not have the right to just simply let the members in 

such a situation flail along with no assistance whatsoever.
• And even though fellowship may be broken, the church is still required to act in 

the best interest of the erring brother or sister, and that is where this word, 
admonish or counsel comes into play

Discipline is Part of It
• To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear on your life

– Third, the Word of God is brought to bear into the life of the brother or sister
• (1) There is a recognition that there is a problem or obstacle that needs to be 

overcome – change is needed

Discipline is Part of It
• To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear on your life

– Third, the Word of God is brought to bear into the life of the brother or sister
• (2) Change comes as a result of a verbal exchange between the counselor(s) and 

the one being counseled, that centers upon the word of God

Discipline is Part of It
• To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear on your life
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To have the counsel of God’s Word brought to bear on your life
– Third, the Word of God is brought to bear into the life of the brother or sister

• (3) it is the best interest of the erring brother or sister that must be kept in mind 
- it is done so out of the great reservoir of the Love of God.

Final Thoughts
• Faithfulness 

– Calls for Church order
– Calls for an allegiance

• Calls for faithful obedience to the Lord of glory who bought us with His own 
blood

– Calls for discipline
• Begins with self-discipline
• In terms of the church, when and if self-discipline breaks down
• Calls for a greater desire for God’s name than one’s own
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