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Faithfulness: Keeping Order in the Church (v)
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

Review
• This is a difficult passage because of what we are faced with

– Some were not working (11) 
• Because “self-discipline” has broken down at some point

• And how we are to deal with them firmly
– vv. 6, 10, 14

• Yet, with a loving attitude working toward reconciliation (15)

Review
• Keeping order in the church means that we are involved in self-discipline through 

proper “exercise”
– 1 Timothy 4:7  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On 

the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;
– Hebrews 5:13-14  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the 

word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 6. Understand the exercise to initially “deal with” and ongoing responsibility to 
“overcome” sin (Mat 1:21; 6:12; Rom 6:19; Col 1:14)
• Understand God’s view of sin
• Understand that only in the victory of Christ, we have victory

–All victory, whether temporal or eternal, is rooted in the redemptive work of 
Christ on the cross, who was vindicated in his resurrection

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 6. Understand the ongoing responsibility to “deal with” and “overcome” sin (Mat 1:21; 
6:12; Rom 6:19; Col 1:14)
• Understand what it means to “confess” our sin(s) (1 John 1:9)

–Etymologically = homologew = say the same thing
• Understand that this is the point at which we can “break down” (James 1:14-15; 

Rom 6:13-14, 16)

Keeping Order in the Church
• Sin is dealt with initially and throughout life, because of the cross                          I 

continue to
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Keeping Order in the Church
• But what happens when exercise in dealing with sin breaks down?

– You “lose” your training
• You no longer have the yield of “the peaceful fruit of righteousness (Hebrews 

12:11)
• You lose the ability to “discern good and evil” (Heb 5:13-14)

– Your “ethic” gets turned upside down
• You begin to call evil good and good evil
• You revert to the “garden”
•

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline breaks down when . . . 

– We fail in any one of these areas, and . . .
– When we fail to understand the nature of sin

• That there are “patterns” into which we can “fall”
–We can also be “exercised” in sinful living (2 Peter 2:14)

• That the devil and the world and the flesh are our enemies
• That the lust of the eyes and the lust of the flesh and the boastful pride of life are 

from the world (1 John 2:15-17)

Final Thoughts: Keeping Order in the Church
• Turn to God                                Confessing          In Worship and 

sin and living      Service
in light of

From idols                                    the Cross
• Fueled by the Word, Prayer and Fellowship

Intake of                                                                       Fellowship
The Word Effective Prayer In Christ
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