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Faithfulness: Keeping Order in the Church (iv)
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

Review
• This is a difficult passage because of what we are faced with

– Some were not working (11) 
• Because “self-discipline” has broken down at some point

• And how we are to deal with them firmly
– vv. 6, 10, 14

• Yet, with a loving attitude working toward reconciliation (15)

Review
• Keeping order in the church means that we are involved in self-discipline through 

proper “exercise”
– 1 Timothy 4:7  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. 

On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;
– Hebrews 5:13-14  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the 

word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 4. Exercise in proper worship of the true and living God (John 4:24; Romans 12:1-2)
• Understand that this is the “heart” of the Christian life
• Understand that He is God and there is no other
• Understand that this is a new loyalty/allegiance (1Th 1:9)
• Understand we worship In truth and as a living sacrifice (God does not abide 

rivals)
–The offering of the “total self” and consistent with who God is

Keeping Order in the Church
• Turned to God…
• From idols...                                              A New:

To worship a living and                           Allegiance
and                                                            Loyalty
true                                                           Love
God                                                           Faithfulness

Keeping Order in the Church
• But what happens when exercise in the worship of the true and living God breaks 

down?
– At the root of it all is idolatry

• If left unchecked, it seeps into every facet of your being and activity of life
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If left unchecked, it seeps into every facet of your being and activity of life
• If left unchecked, you will become ruled by it
• It boils down to an idolatry of autonomy

–In which conformity to your own will supersedes God’s will
–In which you sit as judge and not God

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 5. Exercise in service (Matthew 4:10)
• Demonstrates loyalty / allegiance
• Service demonstrates that we serve who/what we worship (Deuteronomy 10:12)
• It is multi-faceted but not complicated – love God & neighbor (Matthew 22:36-

40)

Keeping Order in the Church
• Proper worship Leads to proper

Service

with world wide
With New Loyalty                 Impact

Keeping Order in the Church
• But what happens when exercise in the service of the Lord breaks down?

– Your service of worship will be focused on some one/thing else
– You will serve and worship some form of the creature rather than the creator
– The “autonomous self” will have ascendency 

• You will tend to serve self and one’s own will over God’s will

Final Thoughts: Keeping Order in the Church
• Worship            and Service               Go hand in hand
•

•

• Fueled by the Word, prayer and fellowship

• Word  
Prayer &    Fellowship in          Christ
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