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Faithfulness: Keeping Order in the Church (ii)
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

Review
• This is a difficult passage because of what we are faced with

– Some were not working (11) 
• Because “self-discipline” has broken down at some point

• And how we are to deal with them firmly
– vv. 6, 10, 14

• Yet, with a loving attitude working toward reconciliation (15)

Review
• Keeping order in the church means that we are involved in self-discipline through 

proper “exercise”
– 1 Timothy 4:7  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. 

On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;
– Hebrews 5:13-14  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the 

word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

Review
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 1. Exercise in being productive in the word (Ezra 7:10)
– But what happens when productivity in the Word breaks down?

• We “lose our way”

Keeping Order in the Church
• Self-Discipline involves exercise in righteousness

– 2. Exercise in being effective in prayer (John 14:14; 15:7)
• God-centered
• Consistent with His name
• Let His goals and purposes be your goals and purposes

Keeping Order in the Church
• The Word of God goes in…
•

•

• Prayer goes out
to God…

The Word
and prayer 
go hand in hand

•
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•

•

Keeping Order in the Church
• But what happens when exercise in being effective in prayer breaks down?

– Development of a “vending machine” attitude
– Development of a “bargaining” attitude
– Development of a “self-willed” attitude rather than a “God-willed/centered” attitude
– The degrading of God’s name in your life 

Final Thoughts
• Faithfulness

– Means keeping order in the church
– Means starting with self-discipline

• 1. Productivity in the Word
–Plan?

• 2. Effectiveness in prayer
–Plan?
–God-centered? Or self-centered?
–Does God’s name mean more to you than anything else?
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