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Be Diligent in Your Walk (iii)
2 Peter 1:10-11

General Considerations
• We were called to apply diligence as we apply the qualities to our lives
• Now we are called to ‘more diligence’

• So that we would not be forgetful or blind in seeking to grow in faith so that we may indeed 
protect the truth

• This diligence is part of our expression of love for the Lord and faithfulness toward him
• In applying ‘more diligence’ we find ourselves, therefore, secure in our position in Christ

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• We develop these qualities over time to become a well-rounded Christian

• Which brings up the need for practice, especially in terms of living life before God
• One does not immediately have a life that is lived pleasing to God immediately after 

conversion
• Rather, one develops a life that is pleasing to God as that salvation God granted is worked 

out in the life of the believer
• This is one of the major reasons why discipleship is so important

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• The importance of discipleship

• It is important to understand that if someone is left alone after their conversion that person will 
find it very difficult to grow in Christ

• This is one reason why we take great pains here to teach and explain God’s Word
• Whether a person comes to know the Lord later in life or earlier in life one must be trained as 

to how to live life in a practical manner before God

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• On the other hand, we have a person who is brought to maturity through the practical exercise of 

godliness
• One is brought to maturity through the practical exercise of applying God’s principles and 

precepts to his life so that he might know how to live
• This is an important emphasis in Scripture (Heb 5:13-14)
• From the days of man’s existence in the Garden of Eden until now, mankind has strived to 

discern what the good is and what the evil is and how that pertains to life
• It is important to understand therefore that only in Jesus Christ and having life in him does one 

begin the path to discerning good and evil

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• The emphasis for Peter then at this point is that if a person will bring these virtues into one’s life 

to make him or herself a well-rounded person then there will be success 
• Success is not something that comes automatically but rather one is proved and one rises to 

meet the challenges and demonstrates faithfulness both before God and man
• And the upshot of all of this as Peter states it is that “as long as you practice these things, you 

will never stumble”
• Stumble: to lose one’s footing, so one stumbles or trips

• Thus viewed as violating God’s Word
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Thus viewed as violating God’s Word
• By extension, one ‘experiences disaster’ or ‘fall into misery, become wretched’ or ‘be ruined’ 

or ‘be lost’

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• Put in perspective

• To help us out here I think we need to view what Peter is saying in light of the experience of 
Israel
• Israel had been redeemed and carried out of Egypt and the testimony of Scripture was that 

Israel believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses, yet many of them perished along the 
way

• Many in Israel became broke faith (covenant breakers) by failing (in terms of what we have 
said through Peter) to secure their gains and being careful of the pitfalls some of them 
stumbled and fell and did not enter their rest

Why Be Diligent? Practical Considerations
• The church, beloved, is heading toward her rest that she will enjoy in Jesus Christ in that day. 

• Along the way we must be careful ourselves to secure the gains, beware of the pitfalls, being 
diligent in view of practical application to our lives that we too may not fall into ruin

• But lest we forget, Peter is not saying that we begin with God and his grace and continue on by 
our own strength

• Rather, all of this must be viewed in terms of what God has done for us in Christ
• It all hinges on our Lord’s accomplishment

Why Be Diligent? Eternal Considerations
• “For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be 

abundantly supplied to you.”
• So before we begin to think that Peter is teaching a salvation that is earned or not by God’s 

grace, we make note that it is our Lord’s kingdom and that he is the Savior
• Whatever else we may say about it, we acknowledge with Peter that Jesus Christ our Lord is 

the one true and only Savior
• And it is by his grace that we are saved
• So very clearly Peter is not speaking to how someone saves him or herself

Why Be Diligent? Eternal Considerations
• The next point that we desire to make of which we just mentioned is that it is his kingdom

• It is the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
• It is his kingdom in which he rules and reigns over all things
• The Scriptures are very clear Jesus our Lord is ultimate in terms of authority and sphere of 

authority
• The Bible calls him the ruler of the kings of the earth
• The Bible says and he claims for himself that our Lord has all authority in heaven and on earth
• The Bible also says that we are transferred from the domain or kingdom of darkness into the 

kingdom of his beloved son

Why Be Diligent? Eternal Considerations
• It is the eternal kingdom

• So we believe this kingdom to be that to which the earthly kingdom gives way 
• After the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ then 
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After the kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ then 
will be ushered in the eternal kingdom

• So I do not believe it to be in reference to the earthly kingdom but rather the eternal kingdom
• So now our attention is drawn to the entrance into this eternal kingdom and how it will be 

abundantly supplied to you
• Notice first and foremost this way into the eternal kingdom will be supplied to you
• We make note again that it is not supplied by yourself or achieved in any way by you
• It is supplied to you and it will be supplied to you abundantly in this way

Why Be Diligent? Eternal Considerations
• As your life is being transformed by bringing in these virtues and becoming a well-rounded child 

of God, the entrance into the eternal kingdom is abundantly supplied to you
• As you are making a practice of these virtues so that you will not come to ruin, the eternal 

kingdom and the entrance into it is abundantly supplied to you
• Peter seems to be making a correlation between how one lives his or her life and how one’s 

entrance into the eternal kingdom is supplied
• So it isn’t about earning one’s place into the kingdom of God, as one exercises the virtues that 

Peter has just spoken about and they are developed in your life you may look forward to a rich 
entrance
• In a very real sense, your father in heaven awaits your arrival and he wants you to arrive well 
• And he wants to make sure that your arrival is very much celebrated

Final Thoughts
• It seems, beloved, our responsibility to live before God never ends, and here, Peter turns it up a 

notch
• He reminds us of the need to be diligent not because he thinks you will earn anything before 

God but because God’s people are to respond in love and faithfulness
• In doing so, we remember the practical and eternal considerations
• One day, may the entrance to the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be 

abundantly supplied to you

11

12

11

12


