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Reminders Are Good (i)
2 Peter 1:12-15

General Considerations
• In light of the overall theme of 2 Peter, which crystallizes in the idea of protecting the truth, we are 

to be sure of our grounding 
• Chapter 1 has been all about the truth of needing to be sure of your grounding

• The foundation must be proper
• The foundation must be strong

• We have covered a few different ideas in light of this over-arching idea of being sure of our 
grounding in several themes 
• Embracing the right path
• Resources
• Promoting growth
• Due diligence (in the application of these qualities in our walk with the Lord)

General Considerations
• Today we add to that list by speaking of reminders. 

• We tell ourselves today that reminders are good
• We set alarms as a reminder to get up on time
• We set a reminder to do a certain task or make a meeting or lunch, etc.

• Unfortunately, reminders can all too often be perceived as annoying
• “I already know that” kind of attitude

• And I suppose if the truth is told, the things about which we need to be reminded can be 
conveyed in an annoying manner
• It can come across in an almost nagging way

General Considerations
• Certainly we want to avoid ungodly or unbiblical ways of reminding each other the great truths of 

Scripture 
• But at the same time we ought to recognize the excitement of others in drinking deeply from the 

great truths of our faith in the Scripture 
• When someone drinks deeply the great and wonderful truth of Scripture, one of the natural 

inclinations is to share that discovery with others
• Sometimes we just need to be gracious in allowing others to share with us those life-changing 

discoveries that they have made 
• Even though we already know them, for perhaps, in the sharing, the truth is being reinforced 

not only in their own lives but also in ours

General Considerations
• To help us in this regard I might suggest how it is that we may view reminders so that it might 

benefit all involved
• Perhaps it would be wise to look at reminders as markers or those things that bear witness to 

us of the great truths of God
• Israel was often told to set up stones or pillars that would bear witness to what God has just 

done for them with the express purpose of reminding the children of Israel of God’s great 
redemptive act just accomplished
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• Reminders might even play a role in the generations that follow us through the questions they 
ask
• Children in the succeeding generations would naturally ask the question:

• What do these things mean?

General Considerations
• Thinking about reminders also gets me thinking even further about the Old Testament
• Several times within the first few chapters of the book of Deuteronomy Moses speaks to the 

people saying “do not forget” 
• I would suggest that this caution against forgetting does not deal with the simple facts of 

things (I just now forgot how God redeemed us out of Egypt)
• But rather how the facts of what God has done relate to and are to be incorporated into 

one’s life
• That is the point that we must emphasize in our own lives

• It isn’t about being able to restate the facts of redemptive history but rather how the facts of 
redemptive history relate to you and me personally and what that looks like specifically in 
“my” life

General Considerations
• So Moses tells the Israelites before they enter the land in Deuteronomy 4:8-9,  
• "Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law 

which I am setting before you today?  9 ¶ "Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul
diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart
from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons

General Considerations
• We can see from this text in Deuteronomy, that one of the means of remembering or not 

forgetting is to teach our children the great and deep truths with which we have been taught from 
others
• This seems to me to be the crux of discipleship is it not?
• One generation teaches the next generation all about the righteousness of God as seen in 

Jesus Christ (with all the good and necessary implications) and his faithfulness through the 
gospel

• When you are involved in teaching the next generation guess what you cannot do? 
• You cannot forget because you too will be challenged in deepening your own walk with the 

Lord who bought us with his own blood

General Considerations
• Another way it is hard to forget in which Moses points out to us is found in Deuteronomy 8:11,  
• "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments and His 

ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today
• That’s the negative way “by not keeping His commandments” of saying be obedient

General Considerations
• The issue is clearly focused on obedience
• It is one thing to be able to regurgitate facts about doctrine and about who God is and about how 

he sent his son into the world and about what Jesus accomplished in the world 
• But it’s another thing not to incorporate that into your life or to ignore it altogether through 

disobedience
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disobedience
• What is obedience? 

• One way to put it is the taking to heart all that God has done for us and all that God expects of 
us and walking with him accordingly

• It is a surefire way of never forgetting the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ

General Considerations
• Under the old covenant, the Passover was a means by which Israel would “remember” what God 

had done for them
• In fact, as they were beginning to observe the Passover the Lord wanted Israel to understand that 

the children may have questions
• The children might ask a simple question, “what does this mean?” 

• The Lord expected the parents to be able to answer this question and in answering the 
question they would remember and not forget the word of the Lord and what he had done for 
them

General Considerations
• What is it today that the Lord has given the church so that it would never forget the righteousness 

of God in the gospel?
• It is none other than the participation in the Lord’s Table
• Here the Lord himself instructed “do this in remembrance of me”
• It is not so much that we would forget the facts about the death of Christ as much as forgetting 

how what Christ has done relates or stands in relation to you and me
• So when it is that time to gather as a fellowship of believers around the table of the Lord, this live 

demonstration serves to impress upon our hearts the importance of what Christ has done on our 
behalf so that we would never forget

Concluding Considerations
• Where is Peter leading us over the next two weeks?

• One, it is right for you to be reminded of the great truths of Scripture
• “2 Peter 1:12  Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you 

already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”
• Two, it is right for you to be stirred up by various reminders
• 2 Peter 1:13-14  I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way 

of reminder,  14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.”

• Three, it is right for you to help lay the groundwork for future generations
• 2 Peter 1:15  And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to 

call these things to mind.
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