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Reminders Are Good (ii)
2 Peter 1:12-15

General Considerations
• Why do we need reminders?

• Because we are prone to “forgetfulness”
• Not because we forget the facts of things, events or the cross
• But because we may tend to neglect the personal nature of God’s Word and promises

• The Lord gives us means to remember His redemptive acts
• Israel was given stones or monuments and the Passover, etc.
• The church was given the Lord’s table (communion)

• The church was given a ministry mandate
• Make disciples

• Children
• Converts
• Everyone (ongoing in the body of Christ, the life of the church)

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• Let’s look specifically at verse 12, 
• “Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know 

them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”
• The first observation that we may make concerning reminding his readers (and thus those who 

would come after in later generations) is that Peter sets out his intention for the future 
• That is, “I will always be ready to remind you of these things”
• That is, he will always be ready to remind his readers of the glorious and wonderful truth that 

makes for a good grounding in the Christian life

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• There are two ways that this can happen from Peter’s perspective 
• The first way this can happen is that Peter could provide a letter of sorts to leave behind 

• The church would be able to have it as a resource so that it can turn back and refer to it from 
time to time, when it needed to do so

• It would become a regular part of the worship
• The church, then, would need to be in the practice of reading those things left to her by the 

apostles and prophets
• Later leaders in the church would often refer to those writings and remind the readers of 

what the apostles had said and taught

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• The second way in which Peter could continue to have reminders for them into the future from his 

perspective would involve generational discipleship
• That is, there would be those who had been enrolled in the school of Christ (being discipled by 

the apostles who would in turn disciple the next generation) who would advance through both 
basic teachings and advanced teachings concerning the faith “once for all delivered to the Saints” 
• These so taught would in turn remind the church of those necessary things that the apostle set 

before them as truth in Jesus
• Who would then teach/train others
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• 2 Timothy 2:2

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• There is a second observation that I would like to make for you this morning: 
• We need to understand that being given a reminder is in no way calling into question your 

establishment in the truth that is in Jesus
• It is in no way calling into question your maturity level or your understanding of the Word of 

God
• Look at the text again as you consider this

• “Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know 
them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”

• Note well that Peter says you know them but not only do you know them you have been 
established in the truth

• But I am going to keep in place reminders for your ongoing benefit

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• We need to embrace the right attitude, a humble and teachable attitude

• We must be careful to not take offense at being reminded of the glorious great truth that is 
ours in Christ

• It might also be a helpful reminder to us all that we will never be able to plumb the depths of 
the great truths of God
• A certain reminder may lead me even deeper into God’s truth

• And to be reminded of the great truths upon which we have been established should only 
further our great love for him who gave himself for us
• We will spend all of eternity taking it all in

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• I think it would be fair to surmise that with you sitting here this morning that you either have 

encountered the truth or have a desire to encounter the truth of God
• In being here to worship the one true and living God, it may be said that you have known the 

truth having been established in the truth
• There may have been one person or several people who have taken the time in various settings to 

communicate to you the truth of God
• And you come to worship solidifying the things you have previously learned 

• We trust at times being stretched in our knowledge of Christ

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• So what does it mean to be established? 

• Well, it has literal reference to “setting up something so that it remains immovable” 
• As it is applied to the Christian life, it has reference to “causing one to be inwardly firm or 

committed” 
• Another lexicon says that it has reference to being “strengthened or confirmed or stabilized”

•

It Is Right For You To Be Reminded
• Notice again the spirit in which you are established. 

• Whether it is being strengthened or confirmed or established or stabilized in your life, however 
you want to say it, it always has reference to the truth
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you want to say it, it always has reference to the truth
• You are ‘set free’ in the truth that is in Jesus
• You are ‘established’ in the truth that is in Jesus

• If you are not established in the truth, it would be like a house built without a foundation
• Or, to change metaphors, it would be like a ship without an anchor or a ship without its 

moorings

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• As we continue in the text we find, “it is right for you to be stirred up by various reminders” 
• For this we turn to the next two versus

• 2 Peter 1:13-14  I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way 
of reminder,  14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• Now there have been those who have said that they don’t need to be reminded of anything. 

• They say they already know it
• And I rejoice in God our Savior who has taught these people many things and I rejoice that they 

may indeed know many things
• But we must indeed embrace the notion that giving and receiving reminders is a biblically 

based principle
• Even at my “young age” I find that more and more reminders of those things I may already 

know are both necessary and appreciated
•

Concluding Considerations
• Reminders are a necessary part of life in Christ

• Reminders help future generations (provides for them)
• Reminders are not a commentary on one’s lack of establishment or maturity

• In fact, reminders are good for those just starting out
• Reminders are good for those who have been established in the faith

• Take joy in reminders
• Never tire of hearing about the gospel of Jesus Christ
• Never tire of hearing the joy in others of the great things our God has done for us
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