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The Apostolic Witness (i)
2 Peter 1:16-18

General Considerations
• Starting with this Scripture passage we begin to find out the foundational aspect to your 

grounding
• To be sure our grounding is in Jesus
• But Peter is ready to introduce to us how it is we know Jesus

• It is important within the scope of 2 Peter in terms of protecting the truth to be sure of your 
grounding
• That is, for everything else that was said previously by Peter, he needs to show us why it is that 

the church’s confidence can abound and be steadfast

General Considerations
• How does this fit together? 
• He begins by setting forth for us the righteousness that is in Jesus Christ
• From there he addresses the resources that are ours in Christ, 

• These pertain to everything concerning life and godliness
• Now because of the great resources that have been promoted by Peter he then turns to 

promoting growth or setting forth a moral grounding for the church
• Next, Peter addresses the diligence that he seeks for you to have in your call and walk of faith
• From there, Peter addresses the need to have reminders in our lives

• He understands that we already know much of what he has talked about and that the church 
has been established in the truth but it needs reminders

• For us today, these reminders come by way of the written word

General Considerations
• Now we come to a very important question in regard to protecting the truth and being sure of 

your grounding
• We might ask the question, by what authority or on what basis do we know that what we have 

received can be trusted? 
• In other words, it is all fine and good to talk about choosing the right path and having 

resources and promoting growth for moral grounding and being diligent in your calling and 
that reminders are good 
• It is another thing entirely to have a proper foundation for that

General Considerations
• This is Peter’s concern for the church
• In order for the church to be properly grounded and to be sure of its grounding, it is altogether 

good and right to know the basis of your grounding and therefore being sure of it
• For the church to continue on the right path (into which Peter invited us first thing in this letter), it 

must know something apart from that which every other nation (person) seems to gravitate
• An autonomous worldview – a creaturely way and means to account for reality, etc.

General Considerations
• In a sense, Peter is doing the same kind of thing that Moses did just before Israel entered their 

inheritance. Let me quote extensively from Deuteronomy 4:5-9, in which he says, "See, I have 
taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do 
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taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do 
thus in the land where you are entering to possess it.  6 "So keep and do them, for that is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and 
say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'  7 "For what great nation is there 
that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?  8 "Or what great 
nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting 
before you today?  9 ¶ "Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do 
not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the 
days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons.”

General Considerations
• You can see from this passage those foundational truths that Israel needed to know are being 

repeated 
• Some of the same things that we already mentioned in terms of what Peter is teaching us, were 

addressed there to Israel by Moses
• So Peter helps us to understand a little bit better the apostolic witness 

• He helps us understand the authority of it and how that will help us to be sure of our 
grounding

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth (16)
• When you listen to a debate between a Christian and an atheist sometimes you will hear a 

comparison being made by the atheist between Christianity and Greek mythology or some other 
mythology
• The accusation being leveled has to do with putting Greek mythology or fable on the same 

level as Christianity and that there is no appreciative difference between them
• So it doesn’t matter what you say you believe concerning God or god or a plurality of gods 

because they are cut from the same cloth and everyone knows there are no Greek gods, etc., 
sitting atop Mt. Olympus and so there is no god up in heaven

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• As much as we may think of this being some kind of new phenomenon, it is not
• The apostles had to deal with much the same thing
• They had to fend off attacks from the outside that accused them of embracing mythology of such 

a nature that they would gain from it
• That is to say, there were indeed charlatans running around in their day just as there are today 

who seek to make great gain off the masses by espousing fanciful theories

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• When someone accuses a Christian of embracing mythology of one type or another, what is it that 

they are trying to accomplish? 
• That is, someone could come into this church and accuse you of believing in mythology and when 

they do that what are they seeking to do? 
• When they do that, you need to understand that it is an attack on authority and ultimate 

commitments
• It is an attack on the (self-attesting ontological) Trinity as He reveals Himself in the Scriptures

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• In any debate or in any defense of a particular ideology or philosophy of life or religion or even an 

appeal to how things ought to be in life 
• There is always an appeal to authority or ultimate commitments
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There is always an appeal to authority or ultimate commitments
• And if that authority can be undermined or neutered in some fashion, 

• Then that which was being defended whether a particular ideology or philosophy of life or 
religion or even an appeal to how things ought to be in life will fall like a house of cards

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• So it was in Peter’s day. 
• As an aside this is what the Jewish leaders sought to do with Jesus because he did not appeal to 

the tradition of the elders but rather asserted his own authority
• So when the crowds heard him speak, we read such things as “the crowds were amazed…he 

was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes” (Matthew 7:28-29). 
• In this case, the scribes understood that they did not speak from their own authority 
• As Jesus taught and the crowds responded, the scribes and the Pharisees understood that he 

spoke from his own self-attesting authority

Final Considerations
• When someone accuses Christians of inventing ‘myths’ surrounding the existence and 

accomplishment of Jesus, we need to know the sure footing of the faith
• Christians (you) do not follow the world into its myths and tales of invented stories of how to 

understand the world in which we live
• The “gods” of the world are seen in their proper light

• Growing out of the exchange of truth for the lie and so worshiping the creature rather than 
the creator

• Being the result of ‘suppressing the truth’ for the exaltation of the imagination of humanity
• We embrace the true and living God who reveals himself to us not in myth but in the truth of 

his Word
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