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The Apostolic Witness (ii)
2 Peter 1:16-18

General Considerations
• We have been concerned with the kind of foundation we have and the importance of it

• The goal of all opposing thought (religious, philosophical, etc.) is two-fold
• Undermine the appropriate appeal to authority (ultimacy)
• To erase the distinction(s) between creator and creature

• One means of accomplishing that:
• Laying the charge of mythology against us

• It seeks to demonstrate that all myths are the same as Christian Scripture
• God’s revelation (his self-attesting authority) demonstrates

• Justification for belief, knowledge, morality, big questions of life
• Gives us a sure foundation for confidence and steadfastness

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth (16)
• If the Greeks or the Romans, or any of those among whom were trying to undermine the apostles’ 

authority, could successfully lay the charge of mythology, then Christianity would also fall
• Why?

• It would be viewed as on equal footing – just another ‘myth’ among many myths
• It would be viewed as a culturally irrelevant belief system for a particular place and time

• However, from the time of the apostles and the spread of Christianity early on to today we may 
say rightfully that many a “hammer” used to try to destroy Christianity have been broken by it

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• What was the message specifically given that was being considered a fable by the apostles? 

• Peter says it this way, “We made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
• It seems that most commentators view this statement as referring to the second coming of 

Jesus Christ 
• They refer to Peter’s comment later on in chapter 3:4 when he says “where is the promise of 

his coming?”
• This view holds that Peter was anticipating what he would say in chapter 3 in addressing the 

issue of the second coming of Christ in saying that this was the message that was being 
proclaimed

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• The other view, which is a minority view, states that when Peter mentions “the power and coming 

(presence) of our Lord Jesus Christ” he was referring to the incarnation, that is the first coming of 
Jesus Christ
• And those who hold to this view point to the many works of power that Jesus accomplished 

while here on earth in making claim to his Messiahship
• The other thing they point to is the sharp contrast in verse 16, “but we were eyewitnesses of his 

Majesty”

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• The point here is that the accusation of the claims of Christ were “fable” (story) was the entirety of 

the life of Jesus the Christ
• That is to say there may have been a man (many) named Jesus who lived among the people, 
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That is to say there may have been a man (many) named Jesus who lived among the people, 
but…

• The stories told about him concerning his miracles and forgiving sins and so forth were made 
up from whole cloth

• Therefore, he fit into the category of myth just as other stories of the day, whether based on 
true people or not, were considered myths

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• The important thing to remember here is that whichever view you hold, 

• The focal point of Christianity is attacked and is sought to be discredited
• There are those today, especially those who debate Christians, who take it a step further and deny 

that Jesus ever lived
• And if there is any acknowledgment of his existence, they claim that he could not have been 

literate in any fashion and perhaps (maybe) said some significant things but he died in 
obscurity

• It was only when his followers sought to embellish his life that they gained a following (i.e., they 
created a myth)

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• So we have an important question to ask at this point regarding the power and coming or the life 

of Jesus and his promise to come again 
• That question is, how does Peter demonstrate that what he and the other apostles were 

teaching were not mere fables to be discarded? 
• In other words, anybody can say anything regarding another person 

• So what makes what you say valid or veracious and authoritative and not a fable?

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• In his answer, Peter sets up a stark contrast with those who espouse fables when he says, “but we 

were eyewitnesses of his Majesty.” 
• Unlike those who espoused various mythologies of the day who could not claim any eyewitness 

testimony, 
• In fact, it is acknowledged many times (in history) that ‘the gods were not sitting atop Mt. 

Olympus’
• Peter asserted very clearly that he and the other apostles stood face-to-face with his Majesty

• John adds “what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life” 
1John 1:1

The Apostolic Teaching Is Not Myth
• At this point, Peter could claim any number of things concerning which he was an eyewitness

• He could have recounted any part or portion of the life of Jesus
• He could have recounted any number of miracles that Jesus accomplished during his ministry
• He could have pointed to any number of teaching moments given by Jesus that set the record 

straight on the Law and the Prophets

The Apostolic Teaching Is Born Witness To By God the Father (17)
• Peter sets forth the reason as to why the proclamation of the power and coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ was not just another myth in the long line of various myths 
• It was that Jesus Christ received honor and glory from God the Father who voiced his pleasure 

to the apostles concerning his beloved son
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• “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”
• Remember Moses and the children of Israel at Sinai?

Final Considerations
• Did the apostles intentionally put forward a “mythology” of the life of Christ?

• To say that they did, means to say that they intentionally lied to the people
• But it also means that they were willing to die for what they knew was a lie built upon faulty 

premises
• Or, did the apostles intentionally put forward a word of truth, the gospel, in setting forth “the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”
• Themselves being witnesses to the described events

• How you answer makes all the difference in the world
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