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Reminders Are Good (iii)
2 Peter 1:12-15

General Considerations
• If we are to protect the truth, we have to be at the ‘top of our game’

• Reminders will help (reminders help maintain progress of growth in the faith)
• What does Peter have in mind concerning reminders?

• Future generations (after the apostolic generation)
• ‘I will always be ready to remind you of these things’

• Provide a letter
• Generational discipleship

• It is not about whether or not you are established or mature
• Ongoing reminders serve only to reinforce the truth of God

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• The apostle Paul must have thought that reminders were a good thing when he wrote in 

Philippians 3:1, “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no 
trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.”
• Note well here that he writes the same things over again

• It is not considered a trouble for him and more importantly it is considered a safeguard for 
the church

• If it is a safeguard for the church, then who am we to say that a biblical principle or teaching 
cannot be reviewed from time to time in order to guard the truth?

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• Now again, as a reminder, it is perfectly fine to learn about the teachings found in the Scriptures 

and to review them as reminders 
• It is also important to understand that if it is true that the word of God cannot be plumbed to 

its depths, and I believe that that is true, 
• then reminders can serve as starting points to delve even more deeply into the rich truths of 

our Lord

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• Now Peter says something interesting about reminders 
• He says, “I consider it right” by way of providing reminders to the church

• The language here moves us from the realm of “it might be a good idea” or “it might be 
helpful” to the very astute comment that it is right 

• Certainly reminders are a good idea and they are also helpful
• But in the context here of protecting the truth and being sure of your grounding it is right to 

provide reminders of the faith given to us by our Lord 
• When seen in the light of protecting the truth, then we must understand that the giving and 

receiving of reminders concerning the truth of God is a very necessary thing

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• Now notice something else here as well 
• Peter understood that soon he would be facing his death when he says, “knowing that the laying 

aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.” 
• It may be that Peter had in mind the conversation that the apostle John referenced in the last 
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It may be that Peter had in mind the conversation that the apostle John referenced in the last 
chapter of his gospel when the Lord spoke to Peter about “the kind of death in which he would 
glorify God.” 

• It seems clear that the prospect or the knowledge of an impending death would spur one on to 
provide something relevant and meaningful to those who would follow after

• So in light of that Peter said that he will provide for the church

It Is Right for You to be Stirred Up by Various Reminders
• And it is in light of that knowledge, that soon he would be laying aside his earthly dwelling, that 

he seeks “to stir you up by way of reminder” 
• Beloved, Peter understands that as human beings we can become rather dull or sleepy, 

figuratively speaking
• And what do you do when someone has heavy eyelids or has fallen asleep? 

• You must awaken them or rouse them up
• As a church, we cannot afford to be asleep at the wheel when the truth is at stake
• Reminders are a means whereby we stay awake

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• Peter is very concerned with what the future holds for the church 
• And it was very important to him to make provision for the church in future generations 
• But I believe that that is ongoing 
• And so here in verse 15, we have said “it is right for you to help lay the groundwork for future 

generations.” 
• Peter says it this way in 2 Peter 1:15, “And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure 

you will be able to call these things to mind.”

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• What did he provide? 

• Well, certainly we can speak of these two letters that Peter wrote 
• We know that he visited other churches and we have oral teaching that came to the church
• Historical tradition says that Mark’s gospel included Peter’s heavy involvement in what was 

recorded
• To try to surmise anything else that Peter may have done would involve speculation and 

conjecture at this point
• I suspect, though, Peter’s influence in the church extends well beyond his two letters that he 

wrote and any influence that he may have had in the gospel of Mark

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• Now we have already mentioned two ways in which Peter might secure an ongoing reminder for 

the church 
• One way was through writing letters, two of which we have in our possession. 
• The other way we mentioned was generational discipleship 

• That is the first generation were those 120 in the upper room when the Holy Spirit came 
upon them and they bore witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ

• From there the gospel of Jesus Christ went forth into “Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and even to the remotest part of the earth”

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• Beloved, we who sit here today and those who sit in churches around the world are the 
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Beloved, we who sit here today and those who sit in churches around the world are the 
beneficiaries of generational discipleship

• And whether it was a parent or someone else who introduced you to Jesus Christ and the 
message of truth in the gospel you sit here today because of someone who invested his or her life 
into yours

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• And why do you come here? 
• Do you come here to hear about the newest fad or rage racing across America? 
• Do you come here to hear about the newest three-step plan to achieve godliness and a better 

life? 
• Or, do you come here to worship? 

• Yes, beloved, you come here to worship 
• You come here to worship the one true and living God and to be reminded of the great things 

that he has done

It Is Right for you To Help Lay the Groundwork for Future Generations
• You come here to worship and to be reminded of the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ
• You come here so that you will not become dull of hearing or fall asleep spiritually
• You come here to worship and have your heart stirred up by the living God, so that you may 

remain alert to the goings-on around you
• You come here to hear the truth so that you may take that truth and apply it to your particular life 

context

Final Considerations
• As you think about where you are in your walk with the Lord, and combine that with what we’ve 

talked about today concerning reminders…
• In what ways are you providing reminders for yourself and for others concerning God’s truth
• In what ways are the things you know practiced in your life so that you do not forget where you 

have come from or where you are headed?

Final Considerations
• Are you the kind of person who reads something once and then forgets about it? 
• How might that apply to your regular reading of Scripture? Do you regularly read Scripture? 

• Do you understand what is at stake in the world today concerning your spirit of influence? 
• How are you standing for the truth of God in the world in which you live?

• So, beloved, you too have been established in the truth and you know the things of which we 
speak today
• But just because you know them now does not mean that you would never forget them later
• So be in the practice of accepting reminders in your life as well as providing them for others

11

12

13

14

11

12

13

14


